
Moonbrella
Moonbrella was conceived and created by Wisterlitz, in collaboration with poet Thommie Gillow 

It was originally commissioned by Shrinking Space and the British Science Association for the 2016 

British Science Festival.



About 
Moonbrella
Of the 640 craters on the moon 
named after real people, just 
29 are named after women. 
Moonbrella celebrates the stories 
of some of these female scientists, 
mathematicians, astronomers and 
adventurers in an interactive light 
and spoken-word installation.

Moonbrella comprises a set of white 
umbrellas dressed and illuminated to create 
a moon-like glow. Each contains a recording of 
Thommie performing one of her specially written poems about a woman or 
women commemorated in a lunar crater. The recorded poems are mixed into 
soundscapes using found sounds related to the women’s stories.

Audience members carry and swap the umbrellas, listening to a different 
poem in each umbrella through headphones in an intimate, personal 
experience. As they move around with the umbrellas, they also create a 
collective performance of illuminated, moon-like objects floating in space. 

“This was wonderful - a sensory experience which opens up the 
subject to adults and children alike”

“Absolutely stunning! I am blown away by how emotional and 
evocative Moonbrella is. A truly immersive experience”

“What an amazing experience, These poems are a taste of the lives 
of these women and I am so inspired to read and learn more”

“A quite wonderful experience - stories that I would probably 
never have heard - you have given these women a powerful voice”

“As well as being a beautiful and unique visual treat, the poems 
were gorgeous and inspirational”



About the 
creators 
Wisterlitz is the creative 
partnership of Becky Hurwitz 

and Liz Lister. Their work 
creates whimsical, playful ways 

for people to engage with science, 
scientists and scientific ideas, and 

draws on their experience in science 
engagement, education, animation and software 

development. With this in mind, they have also created two stop motion 
animated shorts: “The Redemption of the Magic Cone Snail”, a prize-winning 
Film inspired by the work of Baldomero Oliviera whose study of venomous 
marine snails led to the development of a new pain killer; and “Mrs 
Somerville’s Monument” which takes a witty look at why so few women have 
won Nobel Prizes for science.

Thommie Gillow is a poet, teacher and performer whose work has been 
described as fierce, funny and feminist. In 
2014, she published her first poetry 
anthology “My Stepmother Tried 
to Kill Me”. Her latest book 
“Milked” (a collaboration with 
fellow poet Hannah Teasdale) 
is an honest exploration of 
new motherhood. Among 
her accolades, she is a 
former Bard of Bath, has 
been shortlisted for the 
Bridport Poetry Prize and 
has been a Hammer and 
Tongue national finalist. 
She is currently the chair of 
Hammer and Tongue, Bristol, 
co-editor for poetry with 
Burning Eye Books and patron of 
the Isle of Man Literature Festival.



Venue and technical requirements 
Moonbrella is most effective in a minimally lit, spacious and interesting 
indoor setting where the audience can move around, explore and use the 
space. Although it is intended as an event for adults, it is accessible to all age 
groups. We can also provide headphones for hearing-aid users.

Listening to the full set of poems takes approximately 30-40 minutes.

Get in and get out each require around 30 minutes. Moonbrella is completely 
self-contained and does not require any additional kit or technical support.

Contacts
To book Moonbrella or find out more please email wisterlitz@gmail.com.


